
UPCOMING EVENTS
Nov. 2 Election Day - Don’t forget to vote! 
Nov. 3 NUTA Luncheon-12:00 noon-Prairie Schooner Steakhouse-Ogden 
Nov. 4 Safety Mgmt. Luncheon-11:00 am- Ye Olde English Grill 
Nov. 16 CSA 2010 Training 8:00am - UTA Training Room 
Nov. 16 LCV Training 1:00 pm - UTA Training Room 

I-15 CORE PROJECT IS ROLLING AT $1M A DAY 
The colossal I-15 Corridor Expansion project has kicked off in northern 

Utah, with over 1,200 people on the job and spending at $1 million per day. With 
estimated completion in 2012, the I-15 CORE assistant project director Todd 
Jensen told the Utah Transportation committee this week that the project may be 
finished sooner because of good weather and hard work. Plans for the project 
include reconfiguration or reconstruction of 10 interchanges, building 55 bridges, 
adding two lanes in both directions along a 24 mile stretch between Lehi and 
Spanish Fork, and extending high occupancy toll lanes.  Jensen said contractor 
Provo River Constructors (PRC) has completed about 16 percent of the $1.1 bil-
lion project. PRC is working with the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) 
and utilizing innovative techniques including GPS technology for grading and 
paving, and building bridges next to the freeway before moving the completed 
bridge into place. UDOT Executive Director John Njord said this minimizes traffic 
disruptions, and also allows the bridge concrete to cure without the adverse ef-
fects of traffic vibrations, resulting in a stronger bridge. 

GUIDANCE MAY LEAD TO IMPROVED DRIVING RECORD  
The quality and timeliness of conviction data that appears on driving re-

cords may improve now that the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) has issued new guidance to state driver licensing agencies. The guid-
ance is aimed at states that are lax at reporting conviction and disqualification 
information to other states or that fail to update driving records in a timely man-
ner. The DOT estimates that up to 100,000 active commercial drivers license 
holders have convictions on their records that were not reported to their licensing 
state and posted within the mandatory 10-day period. Such delays can allow 
CDL holders convicted of disqualifying offenses to continue driving without being 
detected by roadside inspection officials, and make it difficult for motor carriers to 
identify and remove from service drivers who have been convicted of disqualify-
ing offenses. Under federal CDL rules, if a state other than the state that issued 
a driver’s CDL convicts a driver for a traffic offense or withdraws or suspends 
their driving privileges, the state is required to notify the licensing state within ten 
(10) days. Similarly, whenever a state is notified of a conviction or disqualification 
from another state, or of a conviction occurring within the same state, it has to 
post the information to the driver’s record within ten (10) days. The new guidance 
should help states come into compliance with these 10-day reporting/posting re-
quirements, the FMCSA says. The FMCSA says it will post maps on its website 
showing which states are in compliance with the reporting requirements each 
quarter. (JJ Keller)
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FERRO ADDRESSES CSA INDUSTRY CONCERNS 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration is making several 

changes in its soon-to-be-implemented overhaul of truck safety standards as a 
result of industry comments, Administrator Anne Ferro said. Ferro said at the an-
nual meeting of American Trucking Associations that FMCSA will change some 
of the terminology used to label fleets, put disclaimers on the data and hold back 
crash data when the program is implemented in December. However, despite 
the desire by some fleets to delay publication of the scores, they will be posted 
as scheduled, Ferro said. “We’ve had a great deal of opportunity to talk to the 
industry . . . about our publication of that data to a broader audience,” Ferro said 
at an interview during the ATA meeting. “Number one, it will be going public in 
December, and we will be initiating the warning letters and phasing-in the con-
cept of a focused compliance review where appropriate.” But to avoid inflamma-
tory terms, FMCSA will be “getting away from that ‘trigger language,’ so it won’t 
say ‘deficient’ ” on a carrier’s score, but “probably something closer to ‘threshold’, 
or ‘above the threshold’ or something like that,” Ferro said. Fleets have been 
concerned that using the term “deficient” is too pejorative and could harm them 
in legal proceedings.  Also in response to industry concerns, Ferro said that 
while the agency considers whether it’s feasible to assign fault to the crashes in 
its system, “we will continue to treat the crash data as we do under SafeStat” and 
keep it off FMCSA’s public website. As a result, carriers’ scores in six of the 
seven CSA safety categories are now scheduled to be posted. Under CSA, the 
agency is sorting carrier infractions — from crashes to cargo securement viola-
tions — into seven categories, or BASICs. In August, FMCSA changed the way 
some of the BASICs are calculated. Those revisions benefited large carriers, 
who generally saw improvements in their scores. The larger the carrier, the 
greater the chance they would be deficient under the old methodology, but under 
the new methodology “larger carriers all saw a decrease. (TT) 

SEPTEMBER TRUCK TONNAGE RISES 5.1% 
Truck tonnage rose 5.1% in September, the 10th straight year-over-year in-
crease, American Trucking Associations said Tuesday.  The upturn put the 
index at a reading of 108.7, with the year 2000 a baseline reading of 100, 
ATA said in its monthly seasonally adjusted for-hire truck tonnage index.  
Tonnage is up 6.1% for the year compared with the same period in 2009, the 
group reported.  September tonnage improved 1.7% from August, turning 
around a previously reported 2.7% July-to-August decline that had been the 
biggest monthly drop in more than a year. ATA revised that decline to a 2.8% 
downturn.  ATA Chief Economist Bob Costello said that truck tonnage over 
the last few months fits with an economy that is growing very slowly.  “While I 
am glad to report that tonnage grew in September, the fact remains that truck 
freight volumes leveled off over the summer and early autumn,” he said in a 
statement.   Costello said that this month, the trucking industry is significantly 
smaller than it was prior to the recession, but as a result is better equipped to 
deal with slower-than-normal tonnage growth.  ATA calculates the tonnage 
each month based on reports by its member trucking companies.  By Trans-
port Topics

SEPTEMBER INTERMODAL TRAFFIC RISES 
Intermodal traffic rose 17.3% in September from a year ago, the Associa-

tion of American Railroads said. Intermodal traffic was 0.2% higher than two 
years earlier, AAR said last week. Rail carloads were up 7.7% from a year ago 
but down 7.5% from September 2008. “Intermodal traffic gains can be attributed 
to the upcoming holiday season and the number of railcars coming out of storage 
are not as significant as during the first few months of the year; John Gray said in 
a statement. September is traditionally one of the highest-volume months of the 
year for intermodal as retailers begin to stock up for the holidays, the group said. 



DOT, EPA ANNOUNCE FUEL ECONOMY RULES
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Depart-

ment of Transportation (DOT) last week announced the first national standards 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve fuel efficiency of heavy-duty 
trucks and buses. EPA and DOT's National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion are proposing new standards for three categories of heavy trucks: combi-
nation tractors, heavy-duty pickups and vans, and vocational vehicles. The 
categories were established to address specific challenges for manufacturers 
in each area. For combination tractors, the agencies are proposing engine and 
vehicle standards that begin in the 2014 model year and achieve up to a 20% 
reduction in CO2 emissions and fuel consumption by 2018 model year.  
For heavy-duty pickup trucks and vans, the agencies are proposing separate 
gasoline and diesel truck standards which phase in starting in the 2014 model 
year and achieve up to a 10% reduction for gasoline vehicles and 15% reduc-
tion for diesel vehicles by 2018 model year (12 and 17% respectively if ac-
counting for air conditioning leakage). Lastly, for vocational vehicles, the agen-
cies are proposing engine and vehicle standards starting in the 2014 model 
year which would achieve up to a 10% reduction in fuel consumption and CO2 
emissions by 2018 model year. The program is projected to reduce green-
house gas emissions by nearly 250 million metric tons and save 500 million 
barrels of oil over the lives of the vehicles produced within the program's first 
five years, according to the agencies. With the potential for significant fuel effi-
ciency gains, ranging from 7 to 20%, the agencies predict truck operators 
could expect to net significant savings over the long-term. For example, it is 
estimated an operator of a semi truck could pay for the technology upgrades in 
under a year, and save as much as $74,000 over the truck's useful life. Vehi-
cles with lower annual miles would typically experience longer payback peri-
ods, up to four or five years, but would still reap cost savings.  EPA and 
NHTSA are providing a 60-day comment period that begins when the proposal 
is published in the Federal Register. The proposal and information about how 
to submit comments is at www.nhtsa.gov/fuel-economy.

WYOMING USING VARIABLE SPEED LIMITS
Wyoming has installed variable speed limit signs on Interstate 80 be-

tween Laramie and Rawlins. The signs allow the Wyoming Department of 
Transportation to raise or lower speed limits in five mile-per-hour increments 
depending on weather conditions. Before the signs were introduced, there 
were over 400 crashes on that stretch of highway in one winter. Last winter, 
that total was reduced to 181 with the variable sign installation only partially 
complete.

 
We are one of the largest nationwide 
truck insurance agencies in the United 
States. Our management, agents and 
customer service representatives take 
pride in offering our customers the best 
combination of choice in markets, per-
sonal service and exceptional value. 

Offering the finest products from the highest 
rated carriers 

Over 10,000 customers nationally have chosen 
to trust their insurance needs to HUB 

Designing comprehensive programs for 
truckers with 1 truck to 1000 trucks 

To find out more visit us on the Web: 

www.hubtransportation.com 

TRUCKING TIP OF THE WEEK 
CSA 2010: Just the Facts

Comprehensive Safety Analysis 2010 (CSA 2010) does not give the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) the authority to remove 
175,000 driver from their jobs and cannot be used to rate drivers or to revoke 
a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL). FMCSA does not have the authority to 
take those actions. Only State agencies responsible for issuing licenses, CDL 
or otherwise, have the authority to suspend them. 

Don’t Forget to Vote on Tuesday, November 2!!! 


